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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to the Amendment for Application Number 09/81 0,625 
received on 28 July 2006. 

2. Claims 1-33, 35-38, 40-59 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 13, 59 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 3 recites the limitation "the calendar" in lines 2 and 3 of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 59 includes the limitation, "wherein member-only static data resources are 
selected by a person or a system that is outside of the group." It is unclear to Examiner 
how someone/something can select, or even have access to "member-only" data. If 
non-members have access to the data, then the data would not be "member-only." It is 
also unclear Examiner what such a selection is for. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1, 8-13, 15, 22-28, 34-55, 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Waesterlid et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,993,325). 



5. Regarding claims 1 and 35, Waesterlid disclosed a computer implemented 
method of sharing static resources associated with a group among members of the 
group, the method comprising: 

storing member-only static data resources associated with a group in a host 
system (Waesterlid, col. 8, lines 33-35, 43-48); 

storing information associated with all current members of a group in a database 
(Waesterlid, col. 2, lines 15-20, col. 6, lines 35-40, 50-55, col. 8, lines 33-35, 43-48); 

receiving instructions from at least one current member to invite at least one 
prospective member to join the group (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 4-6); 

sending an invitation to the prospective member to join the group (Waesterlid, 
col. 7, lines 4-6); 

receiving an affirmative response from the prospective member (Waesterlid, col. 
7, lines 8-15); 
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adding the prospective member to of the group as a new member based upon 
receipt of an affirmative response (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 10-15, col. 8, lines 30-35); 

automatically updating group membership to account for the new member 
(Waesterlid, col. 2, line 34, col. 7, lines 13-20); 

storing information associated with the new member in the database (Waesterlid, 
col. 8, lines 33-35, 43-48); 

sharing the member-only static data resources associated with the group among 
the current members of the group and the new member based upon the updated group 
membership (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 35-40, lines 55-60, Waesterlid disclosed a more 
efficient method to use the same features of affinity groups, which includes sharing 
calendars, col. 8, lines 33-35, 43-48); and 

sharing the stored information associated with the current members of the group 
and the new member based upon the updated group membership (Waesterlid, col. 8, 
lines 40-45). 

Claim 35 includes a computer program with limitations substantially similar to the 
limitations of claim 1 and is therefore rejected under the same rationale. 

6. Regarding claim 8, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, 
as described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating group membership to 
account for the new member comprises providing a list of current members that 
includes the new member (Waesterlid, Fig. 6B, col. 2, lines 15-20, col. 8, lines 40-45). 
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Regarding claim 9, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating group membership to 
account for the new member comprises providing information in an address book that 
includes address information for the new member (Waesterlid, col. 7, line 63 through 
col. 8, line 45-50, Waesterlid disclosed the update message including address 
information for the new member). 

7. Regarding claim 10, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 9, including updating the address book based upon 
information entered by the current members of the group (Waesterlid, col. 8, lines 54- 
60, Waesterlid disclosed the client application taking appropriate action to add, delete, 
or modify member records in the corresponding group database, wherein modifying 
member records from the update message is based from members being entered by 
those members). 

8. Regarding claim 11, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein sharing the member-only static data 
resources associated with the group with the current members of the group and the new 
member comprises providing information in a shared group calendar that includes 
information for the new member (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 35-43). 
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9. Regarding claim 12, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 11, including updating the shared group calendar based 
upon information entered by the current members of the group (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 
35-43). 

10. Regarding claim 13, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1 1 , including inviting current group members to attend an 
event and automatically recording the event in the shared group calendar (Waesterlid, 
col. 1, lines 35-43). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 5, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein sharing the stored information associated 
with the current members of the group and the new member comprises enabling current 
members of the group to send instant messages to other current members of the group 

including the new member (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 25-35). 

12. Regarding claim 22, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including offering new services based upon the current 
members of the group including the new member (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 10-20, 
Waesterlid disclosed providing the new member with a list of the current members of 
the group). 
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13. Regarding claim 23, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein sharing the member-only static data 
resources associated with the group with the current members of the group and the new 
member comprises providing information in an instant messaging buddy list that 
includes information for the new member (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 25-35, col. 8, lines 
40-45). 

14. Regarding claim 24, Waesterlid disclosed a communication system for sharing 
information among members of a group comprising 

a group administrator for processing information about the current members of 
the group (Waesterlid, col. 7, line 2-8); 

a group communicator cooperating with the group administrator for delivering 
and exchanging information with current and prospective group members (Waesterlid, 
col. 7, line 2-8, 25-40, Waesterlid disclosed the administrator able to send out 
membership requests and update requests) including enabling current group members 
to access member-only static data resources (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 35-40); and 

a group information updater cooperating with the group communicator and group 
administrator for providing updated information associated with group members to 
current members including a new member, wherein in response to an affirmative 
response to an invitation to a prospective member to join the group, the group 
information updater is instructed by the group communicator to add the prospective 
member of the group (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 2-20). 
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1 5. Regarding claim 25, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 24, including wherein the group administrator further comprises: 

a group member profile server for updating data related to current members 
including the new member (Waesterlid, col. 6, lines 35-40, master group database, col. 
8, lines 1-2 member data); and 

a database connected to the group member profile server for storing data related 
to current members including the new member (Waesterlid, col. 6, lines 35-40, master 
group database, col. 8, lines 1-2 member data). 

16. Regarding claim 26, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 24, including wherein the group communicator further 
comprises: 

an instant message host in communication with a client system (Waesterlid, col. 
6, lines 30-45, client/server approach); and 

a login server in communication with a client system and the instant message host for 
determining whether the client is authorized to access the instant message host 
(Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 30-35, ICQ). 

17. Regarding claim 27, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 26, including wherein the instant message host further 
comprises: 
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an instant message server for sending and receiving data (Waesterlid, col. 1 , 
lines 30-35, ICQ).; and 

a domain server cooperating with the instant message server for providing 
supporting functions of the instant message host (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 30-35, ICQ), 

18. Regarding claim 28, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 27, including wherein the instant message host further comprises 
a routing gateway connected to the instant message server (Waesterlid, col. 3, lines 20- 
25). 

19. Regarding claim 36, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a disc 
(Waesterlid, col. 4, lines 35-60). 

20. Regarding claim 37, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a client 
device (Waesterlid, col. 6, lines 49-65). 

21 . Regarding claim 38, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a host 
device (Waesterlid, col. 5, lines 30-50). 
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22. Regarding claim 40, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein the current members of the group comprise 
members of a family (Waesterlid, col. 1 , lines 20-25). 

23. Regarding claim 41, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein the prospective member comprises a relative 
of a current member of the group (Waesterlid, col. 1 , lines 20-25). 

24. Regarding claim 42, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including in which storing information about all members of a 
group comprises storing information about all members of a private group (Waesterlid, 
col. 6, lines 35-40, col. 8, lines 1-5). 

25. Regarding claim 43, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including in which storing information about all members of a 
group comprises storing information about all members of a public group (Waesterlid, 
col. 6, lines 35-40, col. 8, lines 1-5). 

26. Regarding claim 44, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein the invitation comprises a personalized 
message to the prospective member (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 3-6). 
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27. Regarding claims 45-53, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including wherein a group founder authorizes 
invitations to prospective members and has the power to add and delete users from the 
group and promoting and demoting group members (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 1-20, col. 
8, lines 50-65). 

28. Regarding claim 54, Waesterlid discloses the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including providing a notification of the response to one or more 
current members (Waesterlid, col. 7, lines 10-15). 

29. Regarding claim 55, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including treating the new member as a current member 
(Waesterlid, Fig. 6B, 216). 

30. Regarding claim 58, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1, including wherein sharing the member-only static data 
resources associated with the group with the current members of the group and the new 
member comprises sharing buddy list information (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 30-35). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-7, 14 and 56-57, 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Waesterlid. 

31 . Regarding claims 2-4, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein the Membership Request Message 
follows a standard protocol that includes a header and information field (Waesterlid, col. 
10, lines 35-47). Waesterlid also disclosed the use of instant messaging, chat, and 
email provided to users of the system as all standard protocols for communicating 
amongst group members(WaesterIid, col. 1, lines 25-35, col. 4, lines 8-20). 

Waesterlid did not explicitly state wherein sending the invitation comprises using 
an e-mail message, instant message, or using an on-line chat room. 

However, e-mail, instant messaging, and on-line chat are all standard forms of 
communication that use a protocol, which includes a header and information field. 
Since Waesterlid did not limit the Membership Request Message to a specific type of 
communication, it would have been obvious for a network administrator to look for any 
standard types of communication, including email, instant messaging, and on-line chat, 
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to send this request to provide users with a system that can be implemented across well 
known standards of communication that are already publicly used across the internet. 

It would have also been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate these types of communication into Waesterlid since 
they are all standard existing technologies that facilitate interaction among the members 
of a group (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 25-35). 

32. Regarding claims 5-7, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein the Membership Reply Message 
follows a standard protocol that includes a header and information field (Waesterlid, col. 
10, lines 50-55). Waesterlid also disclosed the use of instant messaging, chat, and 
email provided to users of the system as all standard protocols for communicating 
amongst group members(Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 25-35, col. 4, lines 8-20). 

Waesterlid did not explicitly state wherein receiving the response comprises 
using an e-mail message, instant message, or using an on-line chat room. 

However, e-mail, instant messaging, and on-line chat are all standard forms of 
communication that use a protocol, which includes a header and information field. 
Since Waesterlid did not limit the Membership Reply Message to a specific type of 
communication, it would have been obvious for a network administrator to look for any 
standard types of communication, including email, instant messaging, and on-line chat, 
to send this request in order to provide users with a system that can be implemented 
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across well known standards of communication that are already publicly used across 
the internet. 

It would have also been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate these types of communication into Waesterlid since 
they are all standard existing technologies that facilitate interaction among the members 
of a group (Waesterlid, col. 1 , lines 25-35). 

33. Regarding claim 14, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as claimed 
as described in claim 1. Waesterlid also disclosed two approaches that may be taken 
for communication between member groups, including the client/server approach, and 
the peer-to-peer approach (col. 6, lines 30-67). 

Waesterlid did not explicitly state including wherein sharing the member-only 
static data resources associated with the group with the current members of the group 
and the new member comprises providing an on-line forum for current members of the 
group to chat with other current members of the group including the new member. 

However, an on-line forum is a standard form of communication used by 
client/server systems, in which a protocol is used, which includes a header and 
information field in order to send the messages to the forum. Since Waesterlid did not 
limit the communication protocol to a specific type of communication, it would have 
been obvious for a network administrator to look for any standard types of 
communication, which includes on-line forums, to send messages in order to provide 
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users with a system that can be implemented across well known standards of 
communication that are already publicly used across the internet. 

34. Regarding claims 56 and 57 Waesterlid disclosed sharing a specific example of a 
static data resource associated with the group with the current members of the group 
and the new member, the specific example being a shared calendar (Waesterlid, col. 1 , 
lines 35-40). Waesterlid did not expressly disclose sharing a member-only private 
group website or a map. 

However, these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. Sharing would be 
performed the same regardless of the data. Thus, this descriptive material will not 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability. See In re 
Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 
F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the nonfunctional descriptive material with 
the claimed invention because such data does not functionally relate to the steps in the 
method claimed and because the subjective interpretation of the data does not 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

35. Regarding claim 59, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1. Waesterlid did not explicitly state wherein member- 
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only static data resources are selected by a person or a system that is outside of the 
group. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the administrator would have complete control of the affinity 
group system, selecting the data and programs that may be shared or may not be 
shared within the groups in order to prevent users from abusing the system. 

Claims 16-21, 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Waesterlid in view of Sonnenreich (U.S. 5,974,446). 

36. Regarding claims 16-21, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations, substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 . Waesterlid disclosed the use of email to facilitate 
interaction among the members of a group (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 25-30). Waesterlid 
did not explicitly state including wherein members of the group can share data files with 
each other, wherein the data files include multimedia such as digital images and 
photographs, and text files. 

However, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that standard emailing systems provide senders with the 
ability to attach files to send to the recipient, the files being any type of file. 

Since Waesterlid disclosed email as an existing technology to provide for 
communication between members, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made that members of the group of Waesterlid 
have the capability to send multimedia and text files to share amongst other members 
by using email as the type of communication. 

In an analogous art, Sonnenreich disclosed a system for communicating between 
server and clients wherein clients and teacher communicate with each other through 
instant messaging (col. 4, lines 18-30) in which members of the group can share data 
files with each other, wherein the data files include multimedia (Sonnenreich, col. 4, 
lines 44-50) and text files (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 1-10, 25-44). 

Both Waesterlid and Sonnenreich provide systems in which members of a group 
communicate through standard protocols. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
sharing of data/multimedia, as taught by Sonnenreich, into Waesterlid to provide users 
with an enhanced communication system that provides extra services allowing 
members of an affinity group to share common interests such as music (Waesterlid, col. 
1, lines 20-25). 

37. Regarding claims 29-33, Waesterlid disclosed the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 24. Waesterlid did not explicitly state having a login 
server providing a graphical user interface for members of the system. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
members would need a graphical user interface in order to use the functions as 
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disclosed in Waesterlid, such as chat rooms, instant messaging, ICQ, which are all well 
known programs that use graphical user interfaces and require login. 

In an analogous art of shared groups, Sonnenreich disclosed a system for 
communicating between server and clients wherein clients and teacher communicate 
with each other, in which clients provide personal identification and information to gain 
access and start exchanging information (Sonnenreich, col. 6, lines 25-67). 

Both Waesterlid and Sonnenreich provide systems in which members of a group 
communicate through standard protocols. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the log 
in functionality of Sonnenreich into Waesterlid in order to provide a secure system 
providing only authorized users with the services of the system. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments and amendments filed on 20 November 2006 have been 
carefully considered but they are not deemed fully persuasive. Applicant's arguments 
are deemed moot in view of the following new grounds of rejection as explained here 
below, necessitated by Applicant's substantial amendment (i.e., by incorporating new 
limitations into the independent claims, which will require further search and 
consideration) to the claims which significantly affected the scope thereof. 
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Applicant provides examples of "static data resources associated with a group" to 
include "a private group web site, a shared map, a shared calendar, or a shared any 
other type of data files" [see, Response, page 1 3]. 

Applicant than asserts, "Wasterlid fails to describe or even suggest at least the 
feature of sharing static data resources associated with the group among the current 
members of the group and the new member 1 ' [see, Response, page 13]. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Waesterlid disclosed a more efficient method to use the same features of affinity 
groups, which includes calendars (Waesterlid, col. 1, lines 35-40). These calendars are 
shared amongst the members of the group, and therefore are shared calendars, as 
Applicant describes them. Therefore Waesterlid disclosed the limitation as claimed. 

Applicant argues that Waesterlid's system is a connectionless method and that 
Sonnenreich's teachings rely on the user's connection to the server. Applicant asserts 
that the rejections for claims 16-21 , and 29-33 "fail to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness" [See Applicant's Response, page 17]. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

As explained above, Waesterlid describes a more efficient method that expands 
the capabilities of regular features of well-known affinity groups. Waesterlid describes 
some of the well-known affinity group programs to include chat rooms, email, PIM 
applications, AOL Instant messenger, ICQ. Therefore, while Waesterlid provides a 
method to find the status information without having to log on, Waesterlid still provides 
for the same connection-oriented functionality as well, which is actually using such 
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programs as part of a group. Therefore, in Waesterlid, users still actually log in to use 
certain functions. Applicant is surely aware that members would need a graphical user 
interface in order to use the functions as disclosed in Waesterlid, such as chat rooms, 
instant messaging, ICQ, which are all well known programs. 

Thus, Applicant's arguments drawn toward distinction of the claimed invention 
and the prior art teachings on this point are not considered persuasive. It is also clear 
to the Examiner that Waesterlid clearly taught the independent claims of the Applicant's 
claimed invention. 

It is the Examiner's position that Applicant has not yet submitted claims drawn to 
limitations, which define the operation and apparatus of Applicant's disclosed invention 
in manner, which distinguishes over the prior art. 

Failure for Applicant to significantly narrow definition/scope of the claims and 
supply arguments commensurate in scope with the claims implies the Applicant intends 
broad interpretation be given to the claims. The Examiner has interpreted the claims 
with scope parallel to the Applicant in the response and reiterates the need for the 

Applicant to more clearly and distinctly define the claimed invention. 

J 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
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applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



j. B. D. 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 





